UNDER THE  MONGOL  IL-fCKAKS
Mention is further made of a certain Najib ad-Daula as
a confidant of Sa6d ad-Daula, who attained political
prominence and is probably identical with the oculist known
in the sources as Xajib ad-Din.1
While Saed ad-Daula thus transferred the administration of
the most important provinces of the Il-Khan Empire 2 to his
brothers and relatives, he himself directed the central adminis-
tration personally from Tabriz together with his intimate
friend and counsellor Arduqla, the Mongol general and
Emir.
His Jewish Consciousness
What is likely to have been the attitude of the large Jewish
community 3 in Persia and "Iraq towards the power and
influence of Sa'd ad-Daula and his family ?
They must certainly have been filled with pride that one of
their own wielded the greatest power in the State. Their state
of mind is probably fairly accurately given by Bar Hebrseus
when he states that " they were boasting proudly of their
1  Hasted ad-Din, fol. 154a.    He was sent to Khorasan in order to aid
Arghun's troops in suppressing the rebellion that had broken out there.
This is possibly the source of the accusation brought by Wassaf, fol. 202a,
that he -wished to have 200 of the notables of Khorasan executed by order
of Sa*d ad-Daula.    Of. E. Blochet, Introduction d Thisioire des Mongols,
p. 22.    Tide also Zettersteen, Beitrage zur Geschichte der MamlukensuUane,
p. 76, 21:    rfj^l JUSJ|  ^.
2  Sa'd ad-Daula conld not, however, nominate any of his relatives to
responsible positions in the provinces Khorasan and Rum.   The adminis-
tration of these provinces -was in the hands of relatives of Arghun.
3  We have no definite idea of the number of Jews in Persia or Mesopotamia
at that period.   The reports brought back from, their travels by Benjamin
of Tudela and by Petakhia of Regensburg are our Jewish sources for the
twelfth century.    The existence of numerous Jewish communities can be
inferred from, among others, the travels of William of Rubmek (1253^-5)
in Contemporaries of JLTarco Polo, pp. 19S-9 :   " In the city of Samaron,
where   there   were  many Jews,  there   are  other  shut-in  places   where
Jews live, but I cannot tell you for certain though there, are many Jew*
in all  the   cities  of Persia."     In   Baghdad,   Mosul,   Tabriz,   and   other
large towns there were naturally large Jewish communities.